
BYPASS NOT A27 THROUGHPASS 
13 Broadview Gardens,  

WORTHING 
West Sussex,  

BN13 3DZ 
The Rt Hon Grant Shapps MP 

Secretary of State for Transport 

Department for Transport 

Great Minster House 

33 Horseferry Road 

London 

SW1P 4DR 

 

19 November 2020 

 

Dear Mr Shapps, 

 

Highways England have announced that there will be an A27 Bypass for Arundel.  Once 

built, congested roads and pollution caused by stationary and slow moving vehicles in traffic 

jams around the historic town of Arundel will be a thing of the past.  That’s great news for 

Arundel but when will there be an A27 Bypass for Worthing, Sompting and Lancing?   

 

Worthing, the largest town in West Sussex, is the only major town on the south coast that 

does not have a bypass.  Traffic is constantly queuing all the way through Worthing, 

Sompting and Lancing from both the east and the west.  If there are any roadworks or 

accidents on or close to the route, it becomes completely gridlocked not only on the A27 but 

in all the surrounding areas.  This has a huge effect on businesses, residents and commuters 

alike.  The situation will only get worse now that planning permission has been given to build 

a new IKEA store, school and 600 new homes at New Monks Farm at Lancing.  With the 

announcement to build a bypass for Arundel, the A27 through Worthing, Lancing and 

Sompting is likely to become even more congested with subsequent increases in pollution. 

 

Highways England refer to “local traffic” – what are the figures and percentage of real local 

traffic – vehicles travelling only between Lancing and Worthing.  Traffic from outside of this 

local area would use a proper bypass.  

 

The only realistic solution to the increasing pollution and traffic congestion in Worthing is a 

“bypass”.  The residents’ action group which I lead proposes using existing roads through the 

South Downs.  These would not be additional roads, just an expansion of roads that are 

already there.  Our suggestion is a route using Long Furlong (an existing road, often closed 

due to the number of accidents), joining the A24 to Washington (an existing dual 

carriageway) and then using the A283 bypassing Steyning (an existing road) re-joining the 

A27 at the Shoreham flyover.  We were provided with a costing by Highways England for 

this route in an email dated 16 September 2017 from Peter Phillips of between £500 million 

and £600 million. 

 

Could you please advise us why more money is being set aside for Arundel, with a relatively 

small population of around 4000, when Worthing, Lancing and Sompting have a population 

of around 120,000. 



It seems pointless spending more taxpayers’ money on consultations and further ways of 

trying to improve the A27 online, when we all know that a bypass is the only solution. Over 

the thirty years that a bypass has been considered, millions of pounds has been spent but we 

are no nearer to getting a bypass for Worthing, Sompting and Lancing. 

 

Once the situation with Covid 19 has improved, perhaps it might be helpful for you to see the 

problem of the existing A27 for yourself?  I and members of the residents’ action group 

would be delighted to show you the area along with the route that we propose – using 

existing roads. 

 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Jack Delbridge 

Chairman 

Bypass Not A27 Throughpass Residents’ Action Group 


