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Dear Mr Grayling, 

 

Please find enclosed a copy of the letter I sent to you on 3 November 2018 and the response 

received from James Dickson from your office dated 30 November 2018. 

 

If you are passing the responsibility of replying to your correspondence to a member of your 

staff surely it would be prudent to ensure that they can give a proper response to the questions 

being asked. 

 

Mr Dickson answered none of the points raised in my original letter.  When members of the 

public take the time to write to you specifically, with specific questions, as the Secretary of 

State for your Department, you’re responsible for what happens in that Department.  That 

includes ensuring that letters are answered and people are not “fobbed” off with a standard 

letter.  That is my purpose for writing to you again. 

 

You and your department may not consider an A27 Bypass for Worthing, Sompting and 

Lancing of great significance but to the 120,000 residents who live here and the large number 

of people who travel through the area, it is - particularly with recent evidence stating that 

pollution is causing unnecessary early deaths in some people.  At Grove Lodge on the A27, 

pollution levels are at danger level several times a day.  Worthing College is situated beside 

this location where over a thousand students have to negotiate the road and roundabout. 

 

Would you please answer the questions which I asked.  To make it completely clear, I have 

bullet pointed the questions on the next page.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Jack Delbridge 

Chair of Bypass Not A27 Throughpass 



 

QUESTIONS FOR RESPONSE 

 

1. Has the amount of money allocated to the A27 for Worthing, Lancing and Sompting 

been increased? 

 

2. In a statement you made, reported in The Guardian on Wednesday 5 July 2017 – 

“England’s local roads to get boost from government cash pot”  It was initially 

envisaged that the cash, held in a national roads fund, would be spent on the 

motorways and major A-roads managed by Highways England. You announced a 

change of tack, stating that some of it should be diverted to be spent on roads run by 

local authorities and placed a particular focus on a “bypass fund.”  In addition, I  note 

that in the Budget Report 2018 in the Red Book dated 29 October 2018, Paragraph 4.8 

states that the “National Road Fund will be £28.8 billion between 2020 – 25.”  Will 

this fund provide for long awaited investment for a bypass for the A27 in Lancing and 

Worthing? 

 

3. The only realistic solution to increasing pollution and traffic congestion in Worthing 

is a “bypass”.  The residents’ action group which I lead has put forward a suggested 

route using Long Furlong (which is already an existing road), joining the A24 to 

Washington (already a dual carriageway) and then using the A283 bypassing Steyning 

(already an existing road) re-joining the A27 at the Shoreham flyover.  We were 

provided with a costing by Highways England for this route in an email dated 16 

September 2017 from Peter Phillips of between £500 million and £600 million.  Why 

should an area with a population of around 120,00 people have the daily traffic using 

the south coast route and the high levels of pollution shortening the lives of many 

residents when a bypass is the best and most obvious solution? 

 

4. Already hundreds of thousands of pounds must have been spent to develop Highways 

England’s earlier scheme and consultation.  Since then surveyors have been seen 

along the A27 which we assume is for Highways England’s second attempt before 

another consultation with the same budget - a huge waste of taxpayers’ money.  Is this 

a second attempt? 
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Dear Mr Grayling, 

 

Here in Worthing, West Sussex we have been fighting for a bypass for many years but to no 

avail. 

 

Highways England were allocated only between £50 – £100 million for any improvements 

along the A27 through Worthing, Sompting and Lancing.  The proposals which increased the 

number of junctions, a major cause of delay, were put forward at a public consultation and 

comprehensively rejected by residents, the local authorities and the two Members of 

Parliament for the area.  It seems iniquitous that the funding allowed for Arundel, with a 

population of only 4000 people was £250 million (over £61,000 per Arundel resident), whilst 

Worthing and Lancing has around 120,000 inhabitants with a budget of only £50 - £100 

million (equating to only £543 per resident with Highway’s England’s only option proposed 

budget of £69 million.)   

 

Highways England promised to put forward an alternative scheme in May.  It is now many 

months afterwards and we’re still waiting to hear any more news.  Making clear public 

promises and then not delivering on them damages the public’s faith in what any public 

service and Government says. 

We have not been told that the amount of money available has increased.  As local residents 

are very much aware, whatever scheme they come up with will not address the problems of 

constant gridlock along the A27 along with high levels of pollution.  This affects every 

business and resident living within Worthing Borough and Adur District.   

Purely tinkering with the online route with its many junctions including roundabouts and 

traffic lights will not solve the problem.  There will be additional congestion from the 

planned development at New Monks Farm with agreement for an additional 600 new homes, 

a school, community centre and a new IKEA store.  This development beside the A27 at 

Lancing would increase the already heavily congested road by at least another 8000 vehicle 

movements each day.  



I would like to draw your attention to a statement you made which was reported in The 

Guardian on Wednesday 5 July 2017 – “England’s local roads to get boost from government 

cash pot”  It was initially envisaged that the cash, held in a national roads fund, would be 

spent on the motorways and major A-roads managed by Highways England. You announced 

a change of tack, stating that some of it should be diverted to be spent on roads run by local 

authorities and placed a particular focus on a “bypass fund.”  In addition, I  note that in the 

Budget Report 2018 in the Red Book dated 29 October 2018, Paragraph 4.8 states that the 

“National Road Fund will be £28.8 billion between 2020 – 25.”  Will this fund provide for 

long awaited investment for a bypass for the A27 in Lancing and Worthing? 

 

Worthing, the largest town in West Sussex, is the only major town on the south coast that 

does not have a bypass.  Traffic is constantly queuing all the way through Worthing, 

Sompting and Lancing from both the east and the west.  If there are any roadworks or 

accidents on or close to the route, it becomes completely gridlocked not only on the A27 but 

in all the surrounding areas.  This has a huge effect on businesses, residents and commuters 

alike. 

 

Pollution levels along the A27 are very high and at Grove Lodge Roundabout, where 

Worthing College is situated, Worthing Borough Council’s own monitoring report shows that 

the levels are up to 70% above the legal limits for the Grove Lodge cottages just before the 

roundabout.  This area is used by many of the College’s 1500 students to walk to their place 

of study. 

 

The only realistic solution to increasing pollution and traffic congestion in Worthing is a 

“bypass”.  The residents’ action group which I lead has put forward a suggested route using 

Long Furlong (which is already an existing road), joining the A24 to Washington (already a 

dual carriageway) and then using the A283 bypassing Steyning (already an existing road) re-

joining the A27 at the Shoreham flyover.  We were provided with a costing by Highways 

England for this route in an email dated 16 September 2017 from Peter Phillips of between 

£500 million and £600 million. 

 

I would be grateful to receive your comments as to why an area with a population of around 

120,00 people should have the daily traffic using the south coast route and the high levels of 

pollution shortening the lives of many residents when a bypass is the best and most obvious 

solution. 

 

Already hundreds of thousands of pounds must have been spent to develop Highways 

England’s earlier scheme and consultation.  Since then surveyors have been seen along the 

A27 which we assume is for Highways England’s second attempt before another consultation 

with the same budget - a huge waste of taxpayers’ money. 

 

As the Secretary of State for Transport, your department should be looking at a longer term 

solution to these issues for all of us. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Jack Delbridge 

Chairman 

Bypass Not A27 Throughpass Residents’ Action Group 


