
Key points on the A27 Worthing and Lancing improvement options. 
 

 We believe any significant works to the current A27 alignment will result in 25,000 
vehicle movements per day being diverted elsewhere. We believe this will result in 
traffic chaos across Worthing. There are only 2 other routes for people; along the 
coast road, itself already congested at busy times. Or using the A283, A24, A280 as a 
relief route. This problem will continue for the length of time it takes to finish the 
roadworks, probably in excess of 4 years. Significantly adding to delivery times from 
outside of Worthing. 

 Significant works to the Lyons Farm access junction will be part of the above 
changes. We believe that would be likely to encourage shoppers to seek alternative 
options rather than struggle through roadworks. These are likely to be going on for 2 
years as the options include an underpass or flyovers. Rerouting the traffic entry and 
exit could make the whole retail park significantly less attractive to shoppers. 

 Should the option to make the current alignment a dual carriageway be pursued, 
access from side roads would need to be severely restricted. Probably reducing from 
30 roads to 10. This will make local deliveries much more complicated and time 
consuming. It will also blight roads away from the A27 as people try to run parallel to 
the A27 to reach a junction. Concentrating all access on limited roads will mean 
significantly less options for traffic flow. Simply, if you reduce access points by 
2/3rds, load on the other points increases 3 fold. 

 All of the options being reviewed are likely to result in increased traffic through 
North Worthing, in itself likely to make Lyons Farm less attractive as a destination. 

 
We believe there is an obvious, strategically sound, option that is being ignored by the 
Highways England team because they have not been instructed to look wider. That is to do 
the improvements already required on the A280, A24 and A283. These roads will become 
the preferred option during any significant works on the current route, thus unless they are 
improved before any works on the A27, there will be no viable route passing Worthing for 4 
years. We believe the traffic chaos and economic disruption resulting from this will turn 
Worthing from a profitable town for business to a problem town. 
 
We are looking for support for our campaign to get a relief route established for the 
Worthing and Lancing stretch of the A27. Most of our members object to the potential ruin 
of North Worthing as a residential area implicit in any option that actually increases traffic 
speeds and raises speed limits on the road. They object to the loss of between 100 and 300 
residential properties, do not wish to have increased journey lengths, local traffic 
concentrated at 3 junctions in Worthing and all their local journey times increased.  
We are hoping that the commercial impacts likely over the 4 years of works and the future 
access and aesthetics problems will encourage all local businesses to see that there are no 
benefits to them from reworking the current A27 alignment. We are hoping they will involve 
themselves and any local associations in lobbying the local MPs, lobbying West Sussex 
County Council, asking pertinent questions of Highways England, reviewing the detail of the 
options as if they were to do with their own front gardens and checking they don’t 
disadvantage the businesses. 
We are happy to help with information and views. 
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