
OUR CORRESPONDENCE 

 

MPs 

 

Sir Peter Bottomley 

 

Sent 11 July 2016 

 

Dear Sir Peter, 

I’m writing to let you know that a public meeting is being organised by a number of local 

residents who live close to the A27 in and around the Worthing area.  The meeting is a follow 

up to the one held at the Vale School in April.  Its main objective is to let people know about 

Highways England’s timetable to upgrade the A27 through Worthing and Lancing.  A 

secondary aim is to advocate a bypass for Worthing and Lancing by upgrading existing roads 

to the north.  

The meeting is being publicised to local residents and Worthing Borough, Adur District and 

West Sussex County Councillors in the wards and divisions most immediately impacted by 

the proposed upgrade are being informed of the meeting. 

The “Bypass Not A27 Throughpass” residents action group committee want to keep our local 

Members of Parliament informed and will inform you of a future meeting date which you 

might like to attend to listen to residents’ views and to present your own. 

Yours sincerely 

Jack Delbridge 

Chairman 

Bypass Not Throughpass Residents Action Group 

 

Sent 7 November 2016 

 
Dear Sir Peter, 
Together with other members of the committee of the Bypass Not A27 Throughpass 

residents’ action group I would very much like to meet you and discuss the A27 plans 

published on the Highways England and Parsons Brinkerhoff websites and the potential 

effects they would have on your constituents.  It would also be good to talk about how we 

could work with you in the future. 

Please let me know some options of suitable meeting dates and a venue when we can meet 

you. 

Yours sincerely, 
Jack Delbridge,  
Chair,  
ByPass not A27 Throughpass residents’ action group 
 

 

Tim Loughton 

 

Sent 11 July 2016 

 

Dear Mr Loughton, 

I’m writing to let you know that a public meeting is being organised by a number of local 

residents who live close to the A27 in and around the Worthing area.  The meeting is a follow 

up to the one held at the Vale School in April.  Its main objective is to let people know about 



Highways England’s timetable to upgrade the A27 through Worthing and Lancing.  A 

secondary aim is to advocate a bypass for Worthing and Lancing by upgrading existing roads 

to the north.  

The meeting is being publicised to local residents and Worthing Borough, Adur District and 

West Sussex County Councillors in the wards and divisions most immediately impacted by 

the proposed upgrade are being informed of the meeting. 

The “Bypass Not A27 Throughpass” residents action group committee want to keep our local 

Members of Parliament informed and will inform you of a future meeting date which you 

might like to attend to listen to residents’ views and to present your own. 

Yours sincerely 

Jack Delbridge 

Chairman 

Bypass Not Throughpass Residents Action Group 

 

Sent 24 July 

 

Dear Mr Loughton, 

 

Thank you for your email of 23 July. 

The meeting on Thursday 21 July was a community meeting specifically arranged to let local 

residents know that the only option being considered by Highways England is some sort of 

dualling along the existing A27 corridor and a proper bypass or relief road is sadly not being 

considered as an option for when the consultation period on the “options” starts.  Having 750 

people turning up to the meeting indicates that there is a lot of interest in any changes to the 

A27. 

None of the speakers at the meeting said that you had refused to attend the community 

meeting.  It is unfortunate if they had that impression.  We know that you are not shy of 

appearing on a public platform and know that you have an active and high profile in the 

constituency which is important and know that is an important part of the role of a good 

constituency MP. 

We would very much like to take up your proposal to meet with you, Sir Peter and Tom 

Wye.  Please let me know some options of meeting dates and a venue when we can meet you. 

Perhaps one of the topics we can discuss is arranging a community meeting for residents for 

you all to answer questions about the A27 and progress so far.   

 

Yours sincerely, 

Jack Delbridge 

Chairman 

Bypass Not Throughpass Residents Action Group 

 

 

Sent 7 August 2016 

 

Dear Mr Loughton, 



I wanted to follow up my previous email to you of 24 July in which I accepted your invitation 

to an urgent meeting with you, Sir Peter Bottomley and Tom Wye.  I do not appear to have 

received a reply from you. 

Please let me know at your earliest convenience when you, Sir Peter Bottomley and Tom 

Wye would be free to meet myself and the campaign group as you had suggested an urgent 

meeting is required and we would very much like to meet you. 

Something we would be delighted to discuss with you is arranging a community meeting for 

residents for you all to answer questions about the A27 and progress so far.   

We are keen to press ahead with organising a meeting to be held in September so it may be 

helpful if you are all able to have your diaries with you to agree a date for this.  

Yours sincerely, 

Jack Delbridge 

Chairman 

Bypass Not A27 Throughpass Residents Action Group 

 

 

Sent 28 August 2016 

 

Dear Tim, 

I am glad that we have had the opportunity to meet you and have a discussion with some 

members of the “Bypass Not A27 Throughpass” residents’ action group committee as well as 

local and county councillors.  We would have appreciated it if you had notified us in advance 

of your intention to come because more of our committee would have attended. 

I want to emphasise that the group is not a political organisation and has been set up purely to 

address the issue of the A27 and to obtain a relief route or bypass for Worthing and Lancing. 

I thought it might be helpful to provide you with a summary of what we agreed at the 

meeting. 

 We all agreed that it would be in everyone’s interests for there to be a joint public meeting 
before the end of October where we, yourself, Sir Peter Bottomley and a representative 
from Highways England will all be able to speak and answer questions.   

 We agreed that we would work together to work out the logistics of this meeting and we 
can publicise this meeting to local residents.  This will require a venue large enough to 
accommodate at least the 750 people who attended the meeting in July at Worthing 
College. 

 You said that you would ask Highways England to come up with some suitable dates 
between late September / early October when they will attend and give a presentation at 
the public meeting.  The date would need to be one where the Highways England 
representative, you and Sir Peter Bottomley are also available. 

 We agreed to work together to develop a series of questions to be answered by Highways 
England in their presentation, to provide information about what work has been done so far, 
provide details and explanations of what routes are being considered along with information 
about what routes are not options and reasons why.  In particular, to explain whether or not 
dualling the existing route is an option still being investigated or if this has been ruled out.  
This is a crucial point for us as we discussed. 

 We agreed that communications about the plans for the A27 so far have not been 
satisfactory and our group would be pleased to help offer solutions and improvement 
suggestions. 

 You kindly offered for a representative of the Bypass Not A27 Throughpass residents’ action 
group to be invited to attend and participate in the next A27 Working Group meeting to be 



held on 15 September.  Please let me know the details of when and where the meeting will 
be held. 

 You said that you would ask Highways England to provide transparent costings of the relief 
road route which we have proposed – around Worthing and Lancing via the A280 Long 
Furlong, A24 and A283 existing roads.  Please let me know when this information will be 
available.  It would be helpful to have details of their assessment and evaluation criteria.   

Please confirm your recollections are the same. I look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours sincerely 

Jack 

 Jack Delbridge 

Chairman 

Bypass Not Throughpass Residents’ Action Group 
 

 


