
 
 

 
 
Sir Peter Bottomley MP 
House of Commons 
London 
SW1A 0AA 
 
 

20 March 2020 
 
 
Thank you for your letter of 9 March 2020 to the Secretary of State for 
Transport, enclosing correspondence from your constituent, Mr Jack 
Delbridge, Chair of the Bypass not A27 Throughpass group, Worthing, West 
Sussex, BN11 9AL. I am responding as the Minister responsible for the issue. 
 
In his letter, Mr Delbridge posed several questions related to the definition of 
local traffic, figures used for levels of pollution at different speeds, Automatic 
Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) data, and Highways England’s activity 
regarding the A27 through Worthing, Lancing and Sompting.  
 
Mr Delbridge may be interested to know that there is no set definition of local 
traffic. However, Highways England considers this to be traffic that does not 
use the strategic road network (SRN), such as the A27, or traffic that uses it 
for only a short trip on a non-strategic journey. For example, in the case of the 
A27, a trip from Worthing to Lancing on the A27 would be classed as local.  
 
In respect of vehicle emissions, for the A27 Worthing and Lancing air quality 
assessment, Highways England utilised the Department for Environment, 
Food & Rural Affairs’s (DEFRA’s) Emission Factor Toolkit (EFT) to calculate 
the figures for the proposed opening year of 2023. The Urban (not London)’ 
road type was assumed for the calculations. 
 
EFT includes a representation of different types of vehicles including heavy 
goods vehicles, buses, cars and vans. It enables vehicle emissions to be 
calculated for a range of speeds to between 5kph (3mph) and 130kph 
(80mph) for years between 2017 and 2030. Since the completion of the A27 
Worthing and Lancing air quality assessment, DEFRA has released a new 
version of EFT. A copy of the spreadsheet can be downloaded at 
https://laqm.defra.gov.uk/review-and-assessment/tools/emissions-factors-
toolkit.html and includes a guide on how to enter traffic data. 
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Regarding the process for determining the proportion of local traffic using 
roads, ANPR surveys are often used to provide origin and destination data 
between the locations where cameras are situated. ANPR surveys can help 
Highways England to understand travel patterns and journey times. Within 
the data collection and modelling work for the A27 Worthing to Lancing 
scheme to date, roadside interviews have been undertaken, which collect 
similar information to ANPR cameras in terms of travel patterns. Journey time 
data on selected routes has also been collected, as have traffic count data to 
understand volumes of traffic on the roads in the area. This data helps build a 
picture of how traffic behaves within the area of the scheme. 
 
Finally, I can provide an update on Highways England’s current activity 
regarding the A27 through Worthing. The second Road Investment Strategy 
(RIS2) was published with the Budget on 11 March and sets out the 
Government’s investment plan for the SRN for the next five years. This 
document can be found at: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/
attachment_data/file/871978/road-investment-strategy-2-2020-2025.pdf. 
 
RIS2 includes the A27 Worthing and Lancing improvement as a scheme 
funded for delivery in this five-year period. The scheme encompasses a 
package of interventions on and around the A27 to improve traffic flow and 
address congestion between Worthing and Lancing. Highways England will 
engage with key local stakeholders to understand their requirements and will 
publish any developments on the scheme website at: 
https://highwaysengland.co.uk/projects/a27-worthing-and-lancing-
improvement/. 
 
If you or Mr Delbridge have any further enquiries, Highways England would 
be more than happy to reply; the team can be contacted by email at: 
A27WorthingandLancingImprovements@highwaysengland.co.uk. 
 
Please extend my gratitude to Mr Delbridge for taking the time to write in with 
his concerns. 
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