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Sent 12 July 2016 

I’m writing to let you know that a community meeting is being organised by a number of 
local residents who live close to the A27 in and around the Worthing area.   

It will be held on Thursday 21 July at 7.30pm at Worthing College. 
The meeting is a follow up to the one held at the Vale School in April.  Its main objective is 
to let people know about Highways England’s timetable to upgrade the A27 through 

Worthing and Lancing.  A secondary aim is to advocate a bypass for Worthing and Lancing 
by upgrading existing roads to the north.  

The meeting is being publicised to local residents and Worthing Borough, Adur District and 
West Sussex County Councillors in the wards and divisions most immediately impacted by 
the proposed upgrade are being informed of the meeting. 

The “Bypass Not A27 Throughpass” residents’ action group committee want to keep you 
informed and you will be very welcome to attend. 

 
Yours sincerely 
 



Jack Delbridge 

Chairman 

Bypass Not Throughpass Residents Action Group 

 

 
Sent 7 August 2016 
Since I last wrote to you, the Bypass Not A27 Throughpass community meeting held at Worthing 
College on 21st July generated a fantastic turnout of residents.  Over 750 people attended and we 
had to put our contingency plan into operation to hold an additional meeting in a field outside 
Worthing College when our meeting room reached maximum capacity.  
 
Much concern was expressed that only an online route will feature in any options proposed by 
Highways England for the A27 in Worthing and there was great support for a proper relief road 
around Worthing via the A283 and existing roads from the Shoreham flyover.    
 
As a councillor with area including the existing A27, I would very much like to meet with you to 
discuss the A27 plans and the potential effects it will have with constituents and how we could work 
with you and keep you informed of future community meetings we hold and how you would like us 
to involve you. 
 
Please let me know of some suitable dates and times when you are available.  I look forward to 
hearing from you. 

Yours sincerely 

 Jack Delbridge 

Chairman 

Bypass Not A27 Throughpass Residents Action Group 

 
 

  



 
 

MPs 

 

Sir Peter Bottomley 

 
Sent 11 July 2016 

 
Dear Sir Peter, 

I’m writing to let you know that a public meeting is being organised by a number of local 
residents who live close to the A27 in and around the Worthing area.  The meeting is a follow 
up to the one held at the Vale School in April.  Its main objective is to let people know about 

Highways England’s timetable to upgrade the A27 through Worthing and Lancing.  A 
secondary aim is to advocate a bypass for Worthing and Lancing by upgrading existing roads 

to the north.  
The meeting is being publicised to local residents and Worthing Borough, Adur District and 
West Sussex County Councillors in the wards and divisions most immediately impacted by 

the proposed upgrade are being informed of the meeting. 
The “Bypass Not A27 Throughpass” residents action group committee want to keep our local 

Members of Parliament informed and will inform you of a future meeting date which you 
might like to attend to listen to residents’ views and to present your own. 
Yours sincerely 

Jack Delbridge 

Chairman 

Bypass Not Throughpass Residents Action Group 

 
 

 
Tim Loughton 

 
Sent 11 July 2016 
 

Dear Mr Loughton, 
I’m writing to let you know that a public meeting is being organised by a number of local 

residents who live close to the A27 in and around the Worthing area.  The meeting is a follow 
up to the one held at the Vale School in April.  Its main objective is to let people know about 
Highways England’s timetable to upgrade the A27 through Worthing and Lancing.  A 

secondary aim is to advocate a bypass for Worthing and Lancing by upgrading existing roads 
to the north.  

The meeting is being publicised to local residents and Worthing Borough, Adur District and 
West Sussex County Councillors in the wards and divisions most immediately impacted by 
the proposed upgrade are being informed of the meeting. 

The “Bypass Not A27 Throughpass” residents action group committee want to keep our local 
Members of Parliament informed and will inform you of a future meeting date which you 

might like to attend to listen to residents’ views and to present your own. 
Yours sincerely 
Jack Delbridge 

Chairman 

Bypass Not Throughpass Residents Action Group 

 



Sent 7 August 2016 
 

Dear Mr Loughton, 
I wanted to follow up my previous email to you of 24 July in which I accepted your invitation 

to an urgent meeting with you, Sir Peter Bottomley and Tom Wye.  I do not appear to have 
received a reply from you. 
Please let me know at your earliest convenience when you, Sir Peter Bottomley and Tom 

Wye would be free to meet myself and the campaign group as you had suggested an urgent 
meeting is required and we would very much like to meet you. 

Something we would be delighted to discuss with you is arranging a community meeting for 
residents for you all to answer questions about the A27 and progress so far.   
We are keen to press ahead with organising a meeting to be held in September so it may be 

helpful if you are all able to have your diaries with you to agree a date for this.  
Yours sincerely, 

Jack Delbridge 
Chairman 
Bypass Not A27 Throughpass Residents Action Group 

 
 

Sent 28 August 2016 
 
Dear Tim, 

I am glad that we have had the opportunity to meet you and have a discussion with some 
members of the “Bypass Not A27 Throughpass” residents’ action group committee as well as 

local and county councillors.  We would have appreciated it if you had notified us in advance 
of your intention to come because more of our committee would have attended. 
I want to emphasise that the group is not a political organisation and has been set up purely to 

address the issue of the A27 and to obtain a relief route or bypass for Worthing and Lancing. 
I thought it might be helpful to provide you with a summary of what we agreed at the 

meeting. 
 We all agreed that it would be in everyone’s interests for there to be a joint public meeting 

before the end of October where we, yourself, Sir Peter Bottomley and a representative 
from Highways England will all be able to speak and answer questions.   

 We agreed that we would work together to work out the logistics of this meeting and we 
can publicise this meeting to local residents.  This will require a venue large enough to 
accommodate at least the 750 people who attended the meeting in July at Worthing 
College. 

 You said that you would ask Highways England to come up with some suitable dates 
between late September / early October when they will attend and give a presentation at 
the public meeting.  The date would need to be one where the Highways England 
representative, you and Sir Peter Bottomley are also available. 

 We agreed to work together to develop a series of questions to be answered by Highways 
England in their presentation, to provide information about what work has been done so far, 
provide details and explanations of what routes are being considered along with information 
about what routes are not options and reasons why.  In particular, to explain whether or not 
dualling the existing route is an option still being investigated or if this has been ruled out.  
This is a crucial point for us as we discussed. 

 We agreed that communications about the plans for the A27 so far have not been 
satisfactory and our group would be pleased to help offer solutions and improvement 
suggestions. 



 You kindly offered for a representative of the Bypass Not A27 Throughpass residents’ action 
group to be invited to attend and participate in the next A27 Working Group meeting to be 
held on 15 September.  Please let me know the details of when and where the meeting will 
be held. 

 You said that you would ask Highways England to provide transparent costings of the relief 
road route which we have proposed – around Worthing and Lancing via the A280 Long 
Furlong, A24 and A283 existing roads.  Please let me know when this information will be 
available.  It would be helpful to have details of their assessment and evaluation criteria.    

 
Please confirm your recollections are the same. I look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours sincerely 
Jack 
 Jack Delbridge 

Chairman 
Bypass Not Throughpass Residents’ Action Group 

 
 
 

 
 

MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT 

Sent 23 August 2016 (Snail Mail?) 
 

BYPASS NOT A27 THROUGHPASS 
PO Box 4989, 
WORTHING 
West Sussex 

BN11 9AJ 
Email: roadstopp@gmail.com 

 

 
23 August 2016 
Rt. Hon Chris Grayling MP      
Department of Transport    
Great Minster House     
33 Horseferry Road     
London       
SW1P 4DR            
 
Dear Mr Grayling, 
 
A27 CHANGES 
 
Highways England are investigating options to address worsening traffic congestion on the A27 
through Worthing and Lancing along with schemes for Arundel and Chichester.  
 
Over many years, investigations have been carried out into different options which have incl uded: 

- tunnels throughout; 
- combinations of tunnel, bypass and dualling; 

mailto:roadstopp@gmail.com


- onlinedualling throughout; 
- online junction improvements; and  

- travel demand management and public transport 
All have resulted in no action being taken. 

 
Options for a full bypass or relief road for Worthing have already been discounted from the 
current study leaving the only options to be considered using the existing on-line route of the 

present A27. 
 

Question 1 

What are the assessment criteria used by Highways England to determine whether a route 
will be an option? 

 
Question 2 

Would you please advise of the route of the full bypass option which was considered and 
discounted?  What was the estimated cost of this route?   
 

Question 3 

What is the cost of an option for a relief road using existing roads, namely along the A280 

Long Furlong to Findon, north along a straightened A24 to Washington where the road would 
bend round to join a widened A283 past Steyning to join up with the Shoreham flyover?  Has 
this route been considered? 

 
Question 4 

Given the current limited budget available for upgrading the A27, can dualling the existing 
A27 be ruled out now as an option? 
 

I look forward to your reply. 
 
Yours sincerely 
Jack Delbridge  
Chair 
ByPass not A27 Throughpassresidents’ action group 
 
CC: Mr Jim O’Sullivan, Chief Executive Highway England 
 Mr Tim Loughton MP – for Worthing East & Shoreham 
 Sir Peter Bottomley MP – for Worthing West 
 Ms Louise Goldsmith – West Sussex County Council 
 Cllr Daniel Humphreys – Leader Worthing Borough Council 
 Cllr Neil Parkin – Adur District Council 
 

 
 

  



 
OUR NEWSLETTERS 

 
 

 
BYPASS NOT A27 THROUGHPASS UPDATE TO MEMBERS – NUMBER 1 – 

SEPTEMBER 2016 

 

Message from Jack Delbridge, Chair of the group. 

 
Welcome to the first e-update for members of our newly formed Bypass Not A27 
Throughpass residents’ action group.  I would like to thank you for joining us and this e-

update will be just one way of keeping you, the members, up to date with the latest in our 
campaign.  Over 180 households have now joined us. 

Since holding our community meeting in July, our activities have included: 
 

 Setting up a website.  Have a look atwww.bypassnota27throughpass.org and let us 

know what you think.  Add a comment if you wish.  We have also set up an email 

address roadstopp@gmail.com and a postal address which is Bypass Not A27 

Throughpass, PO Box 4989, WORTHING, West Sussex, BN11 9AJ. 

 A meeting has been held with 6 local councillors who responded to our invitation, 

where we made them aware of our aims and concerns. 

 We are hoping to arrange a future public meeting with speakers including ourselves, 

our Members of Parliament and Highways England. 

 We are arranging visits to speak with managers of businesses in the Lyons Farm 

Business Park.  The first will be with the Manager of Sainsbury’s.  We will explain 

why we are aiming for a relief road / bypass and how their businesses would be badly 

impacted for several years if major works are carried out along the A27. We will ask 

for their support for our campaign. 

Attached is a copy of our new membership form. Please encourage at least one other person 
to join us. The more members we have, the more influence we will have. 

 
Thank you so much for your support.  We all know that Worthing Deserves Better. Together 
we can push for a better solution. 

 
Jack 

 
 
 

http://www.bypassnota27throughpass.org/
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